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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
January 
 

 7  Classes Resume 

 

10  Report Cards Issued 

 

15  PTA Spirit Night McDonald’s 

     Chatham 5:00-8:00 PM 

 

17  Early Dismissal 1:10 PM 

 

20  No School/MLK Holiday 

 

27  No School/Professional Day 

 

 

February 

 
 7  Sock Hop Dance/Book Fair 

     Kick-Off 6:00-8:00 PM 

 

7-13  Book Fair 8:30-3:30 

 

14  Book Fair Closing 10:00 AM 

 

14  Early Dismissal 1:10 PM 

 

17  No School/President’s Day 

 

27  Kids Heart Challenge 

 

27  Early Dismissal 1:10 PM 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     Happy New Year and welcome back! We hope you enjoyed the holiday season, 
and were able to spend quality time with family and friends.  It is always so exciting 
to start a brand new calendar year. This year is more special because we are 
beginning the second semester of the school year.  For us here at Ferry Farm, it is a 
time for our team to return to school with a recharged energy and commitment to 
serving our community and to the success of every student. 
 
     We’d like to thank all of you who donated to our “Giving Tree”.  Many children 
were able to wake up to toys to play with or new outfits to wear during the holiday 
season because of your donations,. It gives me a great sense of pride to be a part of 
an amazing community that is committed to pulling together to take care of one 
another. Ferry Farm is a very special place and your generosity is greatly 
appreciated! Thank you for taking care of our Ferry Farm families. 
 
      Our students showcased their unique talents in December. Our Super Singer 
and Instrumental Ensemble provided all with a superb performance at our Holiday 
Concert and Pancake Breakfast. The Super Singers, under the direction of Mrs. 
Montrief, accompanied by Mrs. Sloan, provided us with two incredible performances! 
We were thrilled with the large turnout for the Pancake Breakfast.  We appreciate 
our Ferry Farm families for supporting our PTA and allowing their children to be 
present at these fantastic event. The positive commitment and support between 
our school and community is what makes Ferry Farm Elementary a very special 
place for kids.  
 
     What new is happening at Ferry Farm?  The renovation has started. Our front 
office and classrooms have been moved to the Barnyard. The Barnyard is our name 
for the new location of the outdoor main office and classrooms. If you want to stay 
updated with the renovation, please visit the Information tab at the top of our 
school webpage.  The tab provides information on Renovation FAQs, Renovation 
Updates, and Videos and Pictures.  If you have a question you would like answered, 
please feel free to submit it to me at rfreeman@staffordschools.net. I will do my 
best to provide an answer and add it to the FAQs section. 
 
      Winter is here. We suggest you pay close attention to the forecast and have 
your child layer their clothing, which enables them to be comfortable in all parts of 
our school. Prior to Winter Break, we  did see a number of little ones come to school 
without coats on or they had them in their backpacks. Please remind your child the 
importance of keeping warm by wearing their coats. If you are unable to provide the 
appropriate winter gear, please contact the school. We are happy to help you find 
assistance. 
 
     HOW COLD IS TOO COLD TO ALLOW STUDENTS TO PLAY OUTDOORS? During 
typical winter days, common sense requires us to look beyond a specific 
temperature and consider factors such as wind chill, whether the ground is frozen or 
the sun is shining, how well the children are prepared to play outdoors (jackets, 
gloves, and hats), what activity the children are participating in, and the length of 

time to be spent outside. When the weather turns extremely cold, we have to 
balance students' needs for physical activity with the dangers that come from too 
much exposure to the cold. To keep our Eagles safe during these cold weather 
months, our classes will not go outside for recess or PE when the wind chill is below 
30 degrees Fahrenheit. 
    
     Finally, we want to remind you that occasionally the weather impacts the 
opening and closing of schools.  Stafford County Public Schools has several methods 
of public notification in the event of school closings or changes to our school day 
due to weather.  It is extremely important that the school have a valid phone 
contact for you to receive the blackboard notifications.  If you have changed your 
phone number, please contact the school in order for us to update your child’s 
contact information. 
 

     Thank you all for sharing your children with us.  Together, let’s make 2020 a 
wonderful beginning to our decade! 

 
Mr. Freeman 

 

 

 

https://www.staffordschools.net/Page/29015
mailto:rfreeman@staffordschools.net


 
 

 
 

 

Clinic News 
 

 

     Happy New Year:  Let’s hope we have a healthy start to  

2020 here at the Farm!! As you are aware, we are right in the 

middle of flu season…If you’re unsure if you should keep your  

student home from school, here are the Stafford County  

Public School Guidelines for sending students home or  

returning to school:  

 

Nurse Assessment of possible contagious condition or risk to health 

 

 Temperature > or = to 100 degrees within 24 hours with no fever reducing medications 

 Active vomiting within 24 hours 

 Recurring diarrhea within 24 hours 

 Swollen or painful joints from injury 

 Severe earaches (pain) or  chronic cough 

 Suspected contagious disease (Using the Communicable Disease Reference Chart for 

School Personnel Control of Communicable Diseases Manual APHA 19th Edition). 

      Chicken pox - return 5-7 days after first eruption. 

      Conjunctivitis - associated with itchiness or purulent drainage.  Return after 24 hours of    

     treatment or when purulent drainage stops. 

      Pediculosis (Head lice) - return after treatment. 

      Flu or viral symptoms 

      Scabies - return after 24 hours of treatment. 

      Impetigo- return after treatment begun.  May require covering area. 

 Any nose discharge that is green or yellow and unable to be contained  

or personally cared for 

 Any undiagnosed skin rashes at the nurse’s discretion. 

 Any injury or illness requiring further immediate treatment 

      Antibiotic treatment of less than 24 hours treatment and possibility that student may be   

     communicable to others 

    Please make sure your kids come to school with clothing layers and the necessary cold weather 

gear (warm jackets, hats, mittens, etc.). Let’s make sure they are warm and toasty at the bus stop 

and, more importantly, during recess time!!  

 

*Just a reminder that if your child has a history of asthma and they have a difficult time 

with cold weather, please send an asthma action plan and inhaler to the clinic if you 

haven’t already. You can find the necessary documents on the Ferry Farm website. And as 

always, please call me with any questions/concerns. 
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Winter Concert 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

HOW COLD IS TOO COLD TO ALLOW STUDENTS TO PLAY OUTDOORS? 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 

During typical winter days, common sense requires us to look beyond a specific temperature and 

consider factors such as wind chill, whether the ground is frozen or the sun is shining, how well the 

children are prepared to play outdoors (jackets, gloves, and hats), what activity the children are 

participating in, and the length of time to be spent outside. When the weather turns extremely cold, we 

have to balance students' needs for physical activity with the dangers that come from too much 

exposure to the cold.  To keep our Eagles safe during these cold weather months, our classes will not 

go outside for recess or PE when the wind chill is below 30 degrees Fahrenheit.  When a grade 

level has decided it is too cold to go out without proper attire, one teacher may choose to stay inside 

with students who do not have a winter coat, gloves, and hat.  In the event we must stay inside, 

students will have indoor recess and they can play all kinds of games, including those that reinforce 

what they learn in school. 

 
 
 

 

 

Library News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starting in January, students will spend part of 

their time in the library working on coding. We 

have five dash bots and six Osmo games to 
help the students with beginning coding skills 
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       Super Singers 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

P.E. News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students at fitness stations. These stations emphasize coordination, speed, strength and 

agility.  Following the winter break, students will get a week of step aerobics. 

 
 

 

 

Mrs. Montrief and the 
Super Singers performed 

Christmas carols for 
Heartfields Retirement 

Center residents in 

December. 
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Reflections Contest 

    Ferry Farm Eagles participated in the National 

PTA Reflections program. This program 

encourages students to explore the arts and 

express themselves by giving positive recognition 

for their artistic efforts. Students create theme-

based artwork in dance choreography, film 

production, literature, musical composition, 
photography or visual arts. 

    These creative artworks will now be entered in 

the Regional PTA Reflections Contest. 

Congratulations to the following Eagles: 

Photography:  Intermediate: 1st Garrett M., 2nd 

Cristina S., 3rd Liam S.; Visual Arts: Primary: 

1st Niamh O., 2nd Elsie M., 3rd; Intermediate: 1st 

Caitlyn W., 2nd Sam R., 3rd Lane E.; Literature: 

Intermediate: 1st Madelyn T., 2nd Mirabel O., 3rd 

Hannah F.; Dance: Intermediate: 1st Madison L.; 

Special Artist: Intermediate: 1st Bryson M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth grade students creating three-

dimensional paint tubes out of recycled 

materials.  Bobbie Jean T. and Camden N. 

shown painting their paint tubes.  The students 

have to mix a color for their tube and think of a 

creative name for the color tag that will be 
placed of the paint tube when complete. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Art News 
 

 



 

PE Student of the Month 
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November 
Effort 
  

Second 

 

Preston C. 

Aiden P. 

Kayden B. 

Rebecca Y. 

 

Third 

 

Noah O. 

Morgan N. 

Lillian E. 

Ryan L. 

Lane E. 

Alexis R. 

 

 

Fourth 

 

Andi I. 

Sara O. 

Marleny M. 

Joel C. 

Ian R. 

Brendan M. 

 

Fifth 

 

Aerilynn V. 

Liam T. 

Jack Y. 
Madison P. 
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Music News 
 

    Kindergarten classes have been learning 

that music is a part of holiday celebrations 

around the world.  We have used this music to 

practice steady beat, choreography, musical 

form, and melodic direction. 

 

    First Grade classes have been learning 

about differing holiday customs through 

music.  They are playing steady beat, ostinati 

patterns and instrument parts.  They have 

danced, tapped and played instruments to 

practice these musical elements. 

 

    Second Grade classes have been studying 

the Nutcracker ballet by Tchaikovsky.  They 

have learned the story, pondered the candy 

castle, listened and danced to the music.  

They have even seen part of the ballet on 

video.  What a beautiful piece of music! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Third Grade classes have been continuing 

to work hard on the recorder.  We are 

finishing our second piece of music, which 

includes two notes, which they are reading 

from the staff!  They have also been using 

music games to practice naming the lines and 

spaces of the treble clef. 

 

    Fourth Grade students have been learning 

“Jingle Bells”.  We have learned this difficult 

piece on our recorders and added an 

accompaniment on xylophones! 

 

    Fifth grade students have been learning 

about chords.  We have played the root of the 

chord, block chords and broken chords to 

several holiday songs. 

 

    Congratulations to Fifth grade 

Instrumental Ensemble and Super Singers 

for a wonderful concert!   
 

 
No School 

 

January 20   MLK Day 

January 27 Teacher Workday 

February 17 Presidents Day 

 

Early Dismissals 

 

January 17 1:10 PM 
February 14 1:10 PM 
February 27 1:10 PM 
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 THANK YOU! 

 

 
 

Thanks to all the generous 
parents and faculty who 

participated in our “Giving Tree”. 
Many Ferry Farm families 

benefited from your kindness. 

 
 

 
Eagle Reminders 

 
Stafford County School Policy: You must bring ID when entering the building for any reason, 
such as volunteering in a classroom, eating lunch with your child, attending an assembly or 
checking your child out for an appointment. 
 
Daycare van riders: Parents please remember to inform your child’s daycare facility when your 
child is absent or is picked up early due to illness or an appointment. 
 
Lost & Found: Please have your child check for their lost coats,  
clothing items or lunch boxes at Lost and Found.   
All unclaimed Lost and Found items will be donated at the end 
of every month. 
 
School hours are 9:00 AM to 3:40 PM.  Students are not to be  
dropped off at the school before 8:35 AM, except for scheduled  
events.  Students may not be picked up in the office after 3:10 PM, 
unless prior arrangements have been made. 
 
Early pick up:  If you must pick up your child before regular  
dismissal time, please send a note to your child’s teacher. 
 
Student Accident Protection Insurance:  Available through Scholastic Insurers.  Forms can be 
picked up in the office. 
 
Attendance:  Please call the school at 373-7366, or complete the form on our website, if your 
child will be absent.  Please note that all absences are considered unexcused until we receive an 
explanation of the absence in writing. 
 
Emergency Contact:  Please notify the school office of any changes in address, phone 
numbers, and emergency contacts. 
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Inclement Weather Procedures 
 

A text message at the top of the page will be 

displayed on all school websites when a decision to 

close school for snow, ice, or other emergency 

conditions is made to protect the safety and well- 
being of students and employees. 

 
 

WHERE TO FIND SCHOOL 
CLOSING ANNOUNCEMENTS 

All local radio and television stations 
are informed of school closings and 
delays. 

 
Families may wish to check with 
several media sources to verify 
closing information. 

 
The Stafford Schools’ website at 
www.staffordschools.net posts the 

information as soon as the decision 

is made. (Remember to “Refresh” 
or “Reload” each time you visit the 

site!) Also, the Free-Lance Star’s 
website at www.fredericksburg.com 

also posts the closings and delays. 
 
 
 
 

How is the school calendar 

adjusted for days missed 
due to inclement weather? 

 
Should the school year fall below the 

required instructional days or hours, 
the difference will be made by 

converting the following current non- 
school days to school days. 

 

 
  January 20 

 

  February 17 
 
●   April 13 
 

FM Stations: 
 

WFLS - 93.3 

WBQB - 101.5 

WGRQ - 95.9 

WTOP - 103.5 & 107.7 

95.9 & 104.5 

 
AM Stations: 

 
WFVA - 1230 

 
Television Stations: 

 
WJLA - CH 7 ABC 
Newschannel 8 

WRC - CH 4 NBC 
WTTG - CH 5 FOX 
WUSA - CH 9 CBS 
WTVR - CH 6 CBS 

WWBT - CH 12 NBC 
 

 
Cable Station: 

 
Comcast Cable - CH 18 

Cox Cable – CH 18 
 

Websites: 

www.staffordschools.net 
www.fredericksburg.com 

www.wtop.com 
www.staffordalert.com 

 

or call 540-658-6698 

 
ALERT SYSTEMS 

 
Stafford County’s alert 
system is another avenue for 
receiving emergency 
notifications from the schools 
and from other Stafford 
County agencies. Go to 
www.staffordalert.com 

to register.

  

 

Blackboard Connect 

(Parent Notification System) 

Blackboard Connect is an 
alert and notification 
service throughout 

Stafford County. This 
enables us to personally 

communicate with parents 
about emergency 

situations, school events, 
attendance, and important 

issues impacting your 
child. It will allow us to 
send personalized voice 

messages to your family’s 
home, work or cell phones 
and email communications 
when school is closed. We 

will be able to reach 
everyone in the district 
within minutes. Please 

make sure the school has 
current contact 

information. 
 

 

http://www.staffordschools.net/
http://www.fredericksburg.com/
http://www.fredericksburg.com/
http://www.staffordschools.net/
http://www.staffordschools.net/
http://www.fredericksburg.com/
http://www.fredericksburg.com/
http://www.staffordalert.com/
http://www.staffordalert.com/



